Olson Building at 8 Street & Commercial Avenuand Olson Familat 1112 ' StreetTimeline

1882¢ Alfred Olson arrives in the United States froim native district of Gilberg/ermland, Sweden
according to s 1924 obit, arriving at the Pdizi Coasby 1888.

1889¢ Alfred Qsonin Saittle at the time of the Great Seattle Fire 1889, according to his 1924 obit.

1892¢ Alfred Olson lived in L&onner from 1892 to 1894, according to his 1924 obit.

1895¢ AlfredOlson moves to Anacortes, according to his 1924 obit.
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Anacortes waterfront c1890s fron{'&treet to Guemes Channel

1900¢ Anna Colbwrrives in Anacortes from Vermland, Swedatd marries Alfred Olson at about this
time, according to her 1960 obit.

1900¢ Alfred Olson purchases south half of Olson Block site from D.L. Ruffin. (National Register
Nomination Form)

1902-t 2 t a@ittCouynty Directory 1902 lists Alfr@isonas the proprietor of the Taylor Bar (located
Ay GKS ¢l et 2NF) 246t yR latta2 oB6KS M IAG / 420
Street.
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1902,August6 ¢ A fire destroys most of the wooden 1890s buildings frontimgwest side of
Commercial Avenu® 200 blockaccording to the Anacortes Ameri@mugust 7 newspaper.
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This is likely the north end of the haized one-story Olson building constructed in 1962

1903¢6 St Y2y A 02 heaidSNI I 2dzasS Aa GKS ylLYS 2F w01 .Sy
ht a2y Qa ySg oONRO]l o0daAftRAYI G GKE 2N SNINITS & 2 YWYSH\
This vas a one story structure in the southern section of the current Olson Building, waih

expanded in 1907

Delmonico Qys'er House
ZACK BENN, Proprietor.

Meals at All Hours. Open Day
and Night.

Corner Third and Commercial Avenue.
ANACORTES, WASH. ]

Anacortes American advertisement, 1903
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1905-t 2f 1 Qa {1F3IA0G /2dzyieé S5ANBOG2NE mdpnp fAaGa& ! £ FNJ
G/ 2 Y'Y BANIDMcbr 3¢

1906¢ South half of the north half of the Olson Block property was purchased by Olson from J. F.

Liggett. Olson never acquired title to the north 25 feet of the building site. Demopoulos finally did in
1976.(National Register Nomination For@)K A & LIR2 NI A2y Yl & KIF @S 0SSy NBGI
listed as a partner in the building in a news article in 1907. Whimsett was the proprietor of the State Bar

Fd GKA&a €201 GA2Yy S ¢ KA O&vent thrdughMdigértusy. G KS aAdsS 2F { 1A

1907- Aphotograph of the Alfred Olson residence dhStreet waspublished i the Anacortes
American

1907- Alfred Olson had the Olson Building constructed in 1907 at the NW corn&rStfé&et and

Commerd I £ | 8 NHzEBYyat NBE o0dzae 2y (GKS O2yaidaNMzOdAzy 27
2 K A Y a SAndcdrtes American, June 27, 1907

F.A.WHIMSETT, FA.WHIP
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The State Barzonducted business at the north end of thgpandech £ a2y . dzZA f RA Y
2 KAYASGHGE KDBBS AGDNI Ay GtSIRF 2y GKS 4 A

1910¢ Census shows the Olson family residing BiS&eet: Alfred, age 50; wife Anna Marie, age 37;
daughter Alfil, age 9; son Alfred, age 7; son Harold, age 3; daughter Ellen, age 10 months. Theeadults
listed as born in Sweden and the children in Washington.



1912¢ Coleman Queen operates the saloon at the corner of Commercialahd®302 NRAyYy 3 (G2 (G KS

Directory. Alfred Olson is not listed as associated with a business in his persongldistierhaps was
making a living as a landlord for the Olson Block.

1912-t 2 f Skdgi&County Directord912
lists Alfred and Anna Olson at 1112 5
Street.

1916- Washington State prohibits

Y ydzFl OGdzNB | yARy &l f
saloons that had weathered Local Option
(liquor prohibition in 1909¢losed as of
midnight on December 31, 1915. The onl
legal drinking from this point was via
imported liquor that had been
manufactured out of state- the law
allowed individuals wit permits to import
up to two quarts of hard liquor or 12
quarts of beer every 20 days. Among thos 4

without permits (or those who lacked the HOME OF ALFRED OLSON

means to prepay and ship alcohol), illegal o

drinking surged, largely via illegal sales at soft drink stands anauresits. Drug stores, where
prescription liquor could be obtained, boomed. A 1985 master's thesis comparing the effects of
Prohibition on various West Coast cities states that 65 new drug stores opened in Seattle between
January and March, 19%6.- http://www.historylink.org/File/9630

1916- On 16-1916, the ANACORTES AMERICAN reported, "The old Skagit Bar will blossom forth in a few
days as a soft drink dispensary, card room, and fruit and caodg.dtater on, pool and billiard tables
will be added. The place will be known as The Skagit Home and will be run by Rufus Queen, former


http://www.historylink.org/File/9630

proprietor of the State Bar, and Fred Johnson and Lafe Moore, formerly two popularcdaited boys
of the Skagit Bal.

1923¢ Alfred Olson is listed in the soft drink business at his former saloon location at the corner of
CommercialanddF OO2 NRAyYy 3 (G2 (GKS t2f1Qa4 5ANBOG2NES® ! f TNBR
his father, and residing at the home aeds of 11125 Street, as well as his sister, Alfhild, who was

employed as an operator at the Puget Sound Telephone Company.

1924¢ Alfred Olson died on April 24, 1924.



